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UM EXCELLENCE FUND DRIVE 
SETS $60,000 MISSOULA GOAL
The University of Montana kicked off its annual Excellence Fund drive Oct. 13 with 
a luncheon for about 140 local businessmen and women. Speaking at the luncheon 
were UM President Neil S. Bucklew; John Ruffatto, chairman of the board of 
Murphy Favre Inc.; retired Army Col. Tom C. Davis; Dan-Lambros, broker-owner of 
Lambros Realty; and Bill Zader, assistant director of the UM Foundation.
The Excellence Fund is part of the major fund-raising effort conducted by the 
UM Foundation, a non-profit organization that raises money from private 
individuals and corporations on behalf of the University. Money from the 
Excellence Fund is used for special projects that would otherwise not be funded.
This year s goal is $60,000 for Missoula and $200,000 for the state and the rest 
of the nation.
Many of the programs that were funded last year, such as books for the 
library, scholarships, funds for faculty development and travel, and the small 
grants program, will receive continued funding this year. The UM Marching Band, 
which was revitalized last year with Excellence Fund money, will receive a 
final $13,000.
Of special importance this year will be $10,000 earmarked for recruitment. 
President Bucklew said the expenditure was necessary to keep enrollment up at a 
time when high schools are experiencing a significant decline in the size of their
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graduating classes. Money raised by the Excellence Fund, he said, would allow 
the University to counter the enrollment crisis that has been projected due to 
the decline in the birth rate.
Bucklew said the increased appropriation from the Legislature this year 
would be used to meet "some long overdue needs," such as maintenance, and 
increases in salaries and support services that had been eroded by inflation. 
He said that the University of Montana still compares poorly with other state 
schools the same size in the ambunt of financial support it receives.
Ruffatto, Davis, and Paul Chumrau, president of First Federal Savings and 
Loan, are heading this year's drive. Other members of the Excellence Fund 
Executive Committee are: Thomas H. Boone of Boone, Karl berg & Haddon;
George Leland, president of First Bank Western Montana; Tom Brown, publisher, 
The Missoulian; Dr. Leonard Brewer, retired physician; Chet Murphy, retired 
broadcast executive; Patricia Miller Jewell, manager of Hart-Albin Co.; Bruce 
Rampleberg, administrator of Western Montana Clinic; and Kurt Ingold, vice 
president and administrative director of Bragg, Inqold & Co., P.C.
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